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 Whereas, Wisconsin groundwater resources replenish many surface water resources, especially 
coldwater streams, and 
  
 Whereas, these resources are important components of the ecosystem and valuable assets to 
the State of Wisconsin, and  
  
 Whereas, the current State permit process, s. 281.17 (1) of the State code, for new high capacity 
wells does not consider negative impacts to the aquatic ecosystem, and  
  
 Whereas, in recent years several small streams have been completely drained due to water 
withdrawal by high capacity wells permitted under the present regulatory system of the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, and  
  
 Whereas, the State code requires modification in order to consider impacts to the aquatic 
ecosystem, now therefore be it  
  
 Resolved, that the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Fisheries Society does hereby urge the 
Wisconsin legislature to pass State legislation, which would provide for proper review and 
evaluation of the impacts to the aquatic ecosystem as part of the regulatory permitting process for 
new high capacity wells. 


