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Editors Note  

First I want to thank Jordan 

Weeks for his contribution 

to the Teleogram (2008-

2010, 7 issues) and for 

mentoring me in this 

position!   

The WIAFS 2010 

membership has exploded, 

to over 400 members.  With 

this many members to 

contribute, I am excited at 

the possibilities of 

information to be included in 

our newsletter.   

Communication between 

our members is essential to 

promoting and attaining our 

goals as a chapter.  

Information for the next 

newsletter should be 

submitted by: September 15, 

2011.    

Teleogram 

in impact it has on 

science, education and the 

overall state of Wisconsin.  

No doubt, all of us will be 

faced with leaner budgets, 

more restrictions and less 

person power available to 

get the work done that is 

necessary to keep tabs on 

the fisheries of Wisconsin.  

In light of this, it is 

important for all of us to 

maximize the impact we 

can have with the 

resources that we are 

given.  Keep an eye out 

for your colleagues 

around the state, pass on 

useful information that 

may aid each other in 

your efforts, dig deep into 

the volunteer base that 

seems to have arisen in 

the current environment, 

and keep producing the 

high level of science that 
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Another successful 

meeting has come and 

gone, thanks so much to 

everyone that could 

attend and especially 

those of you that helped 

out, it is greatly 

appreciated!  With 

attendance of over 220 

people (even with the 

unpredictable weather), it 

was great to see 

attendants from a variety 

of educational institutions, 

agencies, tribes, other 

conservation 

organizations.  Our 

student turnout was 

amazing as usual and itõs 

nice to see an increasing 

number of young folks 

taking an interest in 

WIAFS.  Our 

distinguished guest 

speakers provided an 

interesting insight into 

how fisheries have 

changed over the last 40 

years in Wisconsin, along 

with more than a few 

interesting stories.  I look 

forward to the next 

meeting we are tentatively 

planning in coordination 

with Michigan AFS to be 

held in the Marinette/

Menominee area as it 

sounds like both states 

will have strict out of 

state travel restrictions. 

 

As I write this, many of 

you are actively voicing 

your concerns in Madison 

or across the state in 

regard to the current 

situation facing the state 

and we all await the 

outcome that will affect us 
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you have shown over the 

recent meetings.  In 

addition, make sure to 
make your voices heard, the 

fisheries resources of the 

state are counting on the 

good people that protect 

them, and motivate those 

around to get the message 

out that natural resources 

matter. 
 

As many of you know, a 

number of the folks that 

make WIAFS everything it is 

today have put in a lot of 

long terms in the positions 

that they hold. 

With all the new faces in 

the Society, I know a 

number of these hard 

working committee chairs 

would be more than willing 

to past the torch on to 

some of the very capable 

newbies in the crowd.  So if 

you have an interest in 

becoming more involved in 

WIAFS, please contact 

someone on the committee 

you are interested or any of 

us on the Executive 

Committee and let us know. 
 

Hereõs to another great and 

likely interesting year!  I 

hope you all the best and 

hope to see you at next 

yearõs meeting (and 

hopefully at the next 

creative contest that comes 

out of Gillyõs mind). 
 

Keep up the good work, 

Ted Treska 

 

Ted Treska, 2011 -2012 WIAFS President  

topics.  John Magnuson (WI-

AFS President, 1974; Parent 

Society President, 1981-82) 

talked about the formative 

years of Wisconsin 

AFS.  Ron Poff (WI-AFS 

President, 1977) spoke on 

fish propagation.  An 

historic view of warmwater 

fisheries management was 

presented by Gordon 

"Gordie" Priegel (WI-AFS 

Secretary-Treasurer, 1974-

75).  Lyle Christianson 

played a key role in the 

formation of the Chapter, 

and he offered his 

recollections in a 

letter.  Lee Kernen gave his 

perspective as a Lake 

Michigan Fisheries Manager 

when salmon were first 

introduced to the lake and 

northern pike and walleye 
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Wisconsin Chapter AFS 

held its 40th annual meeting 

in Stevens Point during 

January 31 to February 2, 

2011.  We had a record 

attendance of 223, despite 

receiving up to 2 feet of 

snow in southern Wisconsin 

during the meeting.  The 40-

year landmark was 

commemorated with a 

limited edition 

òIchthyocentricó T-shirt.  

The Through the Looking 

Glass theme focused on the 

co-evolution of AFS and 

fisheries management in 

Wisconsin.  We had several 

invited speakers who talked 

about the history of several 

Wisconsin fisheries 

began to rebound on Green 

Bay.  Another twenty-two 

talks and eleven posters 

rounded out the meeting, 

with the Steve Yeo best 

student paper awarded to 

Matthew Faust of UW 

Stevens Point and Dr. 

Michael Hansen, advisor: 

Age and growth of 

Muskellunge in Wisconsin's 

ceded territory.  The Steve 

Serns best professional 

paper went to Ron Bruch 

for a topic appropriate for 

our meeting theme, 

Recovery of the lake 

sturgeon population in the 

Winnebago system, 1970-

2010.  Elliot Hoffman and co

-author Al Niebur received 

an award for best poster, 

Comparison of otolith and 

scale methods for ageing 

Wisconsin Chapter 40 th  annual meeting  



to Deer Czar has not been 

announced).  Second place 

went to Steve Gilbert.  

Steveõs formula to predict 

an individualõs hours 

available for fishing was 

inspired by Carpenter and 

Brock (2004).  Key variables 

in the formula include SDF 

(Seasonal Distractibility 

Factor) and the number of 

beverages remaining in the 

cooler.  John Kubisiak was 

awarded third place with his 

bluegill and black crappie.   

 
A special "Bar-room 

Biology" forum was 

organized after hours by 

Steve Gilbert, to showcase 

some of the weird, wild 

ideas that often sprout up.  

Pete Segerson took the top 

prize for his plans to cross 

whitetail deer with opossum 

if he is appointed Wisconsin 

Deer Czar.  (As of this 

writing, Peteõs appointment 

explanation of how timber 

wolves have negatively 

impacted walleye 

populations in Pelican Lake, 

by preying on them during 

spring spawning periods.  

Johnõs manufactured data 

corresponded to imagined 

events (like truck and 

helicopter stocking of 

wolves), and correlated 

perfectly with perceived 

changes in walleye 

abundance.  
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Bob Fahey, Gordie Prigel, Scot Stewart  

 

Ted Treska and John Magnuson  

based on fact or fuzzy logic 

to a bar room full of people 

in an entertaining and 

informative way.   
Contestants were provided 

a 3' x 5' sheet of paper 

(giant cocktail napkin) and 

three magnum colored 

markers and 15 minutes to 

draw and present their 

theory to the crowd.  

Winners were determined 

by popular vote of all 

present.  

Copied and pasted from Hasz/

Gilbert e-mails. 

 
Bar Room Biology is the 

term used to describe the 

pseudo facts and rumors 

that are started in the local 

tavern and are soon 

repeated as the truth and 

carry more weight than our 

attempts to use biological 

facts.  The object of the 

contest was to describe an 

issue, theory, or 

observation that may be 

Bar Room Biology (the rules)  
 

Bar-room biology contest winners (left to right) Steve 

Gilbert  (2nd place) "Odds of going fishing.", Pete 

Segerson (1st place) "My plans if appointed Wisconsin 

Deer Czar." and John Kubisiak (3rd place) "Impacts of 

wolves on walleye populations." 



Northland College  
American Fisheries Society Student Subunit  

Field Work & Surveys  

Guest Speakers  

Mike Seider 

Wisconsin DNR             

ð Bayfield 

Josh Schloesser U.S. 

Fish & Wildlife Service 

ð Ashland 

Melissa Kjelvik  

Northland alum, grad 

student at Michigan 

State 

Teleogram  

Sponsored a public 

showing of the 

documentary òThe 

End of the Lineó at the 

Northern Great Lakes 

Visitor Center  
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Electroshocking, Schacte Creek  

(Bayfield County)  

Fish removal for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Fyke-netting, Wisconsin River  

Jointly with UW -Stevens Point Subunit  

A group of our members assisted the Stevens 

Point subunit with their annual survey. 

Volunteer & Community  

Les Voigt State Fish Hatchery  

Members assisted DNR hatchery staff in fin-clipping lake trout for stocking 

Grand Portage Hatchery  

Members traveled to Grand Portage, MN to assist hatchery staff in fin-clipping brook trout 

for stocking 

Lake Winnebago  

Members travel to Lake Winnebago to assist in the sturgeon spearing and registration.   

Northland College  
Student Subunit 

Officers  
 

President  
Laura Schmidt  
Lauraschmidt77 
@gmail.com 
 

Vice President  
Zachariah Woiak  
Woiakz02 
@myemail.northland.edu 
 

Secretary  
James Enigl 
Eniglj01 
@myemail.northland.edu 
 

Treasurer  
Aaron Johnson 
Johnsona06 
@myemail.northland.edu 
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STUDENT SUBUNITS  


